












































LEICESTERSHIRE NOTES
by Philip Reid

FIRST WIN FOR JANET

LEICESTERSHIRE Senior side
took a heavy defeat—9-1—from
Staffordshire, who looked good
enough to top Division 2 (Midlands)
on this form. The only Leicester-
shire success came in the mixed
doubles, an event in which we had
not taken a set since October, 1966.

Better news, however, from the
juniors, where an 8-2 win over Derby-
shire was recorded. Tony Branson
and Chris Brewer were both unbeaten
in singles and David Carter played
well,  Janet Hamer won her first
singles and looks a very promising
player. With four wins out of four,
the juniors are continuing their fine
spell which started in March, 1967
since when they have won nine of
their ten county matches. It is
perhaps mnot a coincidence that
Branson made his debut in that first
match and has played in every sub-

sequent one. His technique and
ability are beyond question. Only
his temperament, when under

pressure, is suspect.

Leicester are out of both the Carter
Cup and Bromfield Trophy. In the
Carter Cup they crashed 7-2 to Birm-
ingham which scarcely enhances their
chances of beating Warwickshire.
Paul Randell and David Carter both
won one. In the Bromfield Trophy,
the team travelled to Sittingbourne
where they also lost 7-2. Susan
Baxter was the star for Leicester
here, with two good wins.

In the Midland League, Leicester
men’s teams are having rather a lean
time but in other directions the
teams are doing well. The veterans
are having a particularly good time,
all five matches played so far have
resulted in either 9-1 or 10-0 wins.
The juniors, too, are progressing well,
The current Leicester junior team has
none of the county side in but it is,
none-the-less, proving one of the
strongest in the Midlands.

In the Rose Johnson Bowl third
round, there were a number of ‘‘cliff-
hanger’’ finishes, with ten of the four-
teen games being decided on the final
(16th) game. Best finish was at
Northwood where, with 110 points
start, the last game commenced with
Keith Hutchinson needing 17 points
to give his team victory against
Wadkins. He collected exactly that
number and the team won by 329
points to 328.

In the Leicester & District League,
there is every indication of a num-
ber of close finishes. Peter Harrison
is playing some great stuff for King
Richard’s Road W.M.C. who look
likely champions. of 2A. Electricity
have a good team this season (Norman
Powell, ex Birmingham, Jimmy Mee
and Phil Overend) and could be re-
turning to the first division after a

long spell out of it. Loughborough
look likely to top 3A but with
players of the calibre of Roger

Morley, Terry Hall and Ivor Billson
to call upon, this is hardly surpris-
ing. Wigston Fields are setting a
hot pace in 3B whilst 6B is led by
Leicester Banks.

The battle of the giants in Division
1 of the Loughborough & District
Table Tennis League brought forth a
7-3 win for Loughborough ‘A’ over
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Shepshed ‘A’. It was a fine match
but by the end of it no 100% records
(individual) remained. Mike Mere-
dith played well for Shepshed to beat
both Billson and Brewer and Dennis
Hull also beat Brewer. Nobody how-
ever made any impression on Terry
Hall who emerged with three wins.
Loughborough are now one of only
two teams in the three divisions with
100% record. The other team is
Monitor, who are having a very
successful first season.

The Leicestershire Towns League is
still producing some good matches.
Richard Hassall (Loughborough ‘‘B’’)
had a sparkling debut against Coal-
ville and won both his sets.

Coalville, previously pointless and
LLoughborough ‘‘A’’ previously 100%
played an exciting match which re-
sulted in a draw. Terry Parry and
Brian Hagger both had maximums
for the home side whilst the pick of
the Loughborough side was Terry
Hall, still undefeated in this league
this season.

Good news is that Hinckley League
is again operating thanks to good
work by Tony Almey and some will-
ing helpers.

Arrangements are now in hand for
the ‘Leicestershire. Closed’ — this
season being held at Coalville—
which will be played on February
22-23.

MIDDLESEX NOTES

by Laurie Landry

STILL UNBEATEN

A SLIGHT revival in Middlesex
this season with the County sides all
unbeaten to the end of January, the
first time for a number of years.

Melvin Waldman and Christine
Mann both played for England
Juniors against Federal Germany.
Both were very nervous and did not
win any, but the experience will
doubtless do them a lot of good.
Melvin is unbeaten at the momnient in
three junior matches and two matches
in the Bernard Crouch Trophy, a
competition in which Middlesex are
top.

In the Inter-League competition,
Willesden managed to beat Acton but
had already lost to Uxbridge when
they had been unable to put out their
stars.

Both Acton and Willesden are still
in the Wilmott Cup however, Willes-
den are the present holders. North
Middlesex are also still going strong
in the Rose Bowl and Carter Cup.

“BERNARD CROUCH TROPHY’’

This competition in memory of the
former England and Middx. interna-
tional Bernard Crouch, who was killed
in the Barnes train disaster in Novem-
ber 1955, is now in its thirteenth season
and the original three counties are
still taking part. Essex, Middlesex
and Surrey all use this competition
to give experience to younger players
as this would have been Bernard’s
wish, Results so far:—

Surrey 3 Middlesex 6
Essex 5 Surrey 4
Middlesex 5 Essex 4
PWULFA Pts
Middlesex ... 2 2 0 11 7 4
Essex  ......... 21 0 9 9 2
Surrey ......... 2 02 711 0

HERTFORDSHIRE NOTES

by John M. Barnes

TIME FOR REFLECTION

NOW that the season has pro-
gressed into the second half it is
possible to assess the results and per-
formances so far, and consider what
must be done by the County and the
individual leagues, clubs and players
to maintain or improve on their re-
spective positions and standards.

At the Inter-County level the posi-
tion is perhaps at first sight a little
discouraging but with better prospects
for the future. Whilst heartened by
Trevor Taylor’s rapid progress in the
national rankings the Senior Inter-
county First Team seems unable to
match his performances. In com-
plete contrast, the Second Team re-
mains undefeated as too are the
County Junior Team. Following
recent County Trials some ranking
lists have been produced covering the
Senior Men, and the Junior Boys and
Girls.

SENIOR MEN

T. Taylor, North Herts,
E. Coster, Watford
B. Barr, Watford
(Equal) )
D. Gilbert, Watford
D. Seaholme, Watford
B. White, Cheshunt.
7. (Equal)—

F. Nash, Cheshunt

S. Seaholme, Watford
9. A, Hammond, Cheshunt
10. R. Brown, Cheshunt
11. ]J. Garland, Watford
12.  A. Thomas, Watford

JUNIOR BOYS (TOP FIVE)

. T. Taylor, North Herts.

P. Taylor, North Herts,
D. Rawlinson, North Herts.
M. Harper, North Herts.
M. Harris, Borehamwood

JUNIOR GIRLS

M. Carter, St. Albans
J. Hartwell, Cheshunt
(Equal)—
L. Williams, Cheshunt
S. Harding, North Herts,
5. (Equal)—

S. Hartwell, Cheshunt

J. Vaughan, North Herts,
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The First Division of the Inter-
league seems very open at the
moment, with North Herts. top,
Cheshunt First Team in second place
with equal points, and Watford First
Team, last season’s championship
winners, stongly challenging both and
with the advantage of matches in
hand. The lead in Division Two is
held by Watford Seconds, with Wel-
wyn’s First and Second Teams in
close second and third place, whilst
Hemel Hempsted and Bishops Stort-
ford cannot be discounted. The

Junior Division is being closely con- |

tested between North Herts, First
Team, Cheshunt First Team, North
Herts. Second Team, and Boreham-
wood, all with equal points. North
Herts, and Cheshunt must be
favourites since they both have two
matches in hand, and both have very
good sets averages.

In the Watford League the Premier
Division is led by Y.M.C.A. ‘B’ from
Oxey Hall ‘A’. Dave Gilbert, with
a perfect record, and Brian Barr for
Oxhey head the individual averages,
but Y.M.C.A, hold the all round
strength of the three Seaholme

brothers, David, Stuart and Geofl,
beating Oxhey 6-4 and having con-
ceded a total of only 11 sets so far.

In the Cheshunt League, with Barry
White having only one defeat, and
supported by two other County-
ranked players, Fred Nash and Tony
Hammond, and with further playing
strength, East Herts. College lead the
First Division. Challenging strongly
with matches in hand, are un-
beaten Enfield Highway led by the
County-ranked Roger Brown, who
have already notched up victory
against the College. But with each
set counting it will be a close finish.

The Hertfordshire Inter-league and
League competitions promise to pro-
vide some interesting close finishes.
Only time will provide the results.

KENT NOTES

by Charles M. Wyles

YOUNGEST EVER

COUNTY administration seems
destined for a major upheaval at the
next A.G.M, with three of the present
officers having intimated their inten-
tion of not standing for the offices
they now hold. As always, however,
there is little doubt that these posts
will be filled and by competent
persons willing to contribute to the
continuation of successful table tennis
throughout the county.

County selectors hit the ‘‘jack-pot”
when they chose the youngest-ever
team to play in a senior County
Championships fixture. Barry Meisel
was the only experienced senior in
the side being sppported by Clive
Morris, John Dabin and the Sitting-
bourne duo of Lynda Chesson and
Paula Brenchley. They beat Norfolk
8-2 in Division 2 (South).

Due to circumstances beyond their
control, the Woolwich T.T. Associa-
tion who are organising this season’s
Kent Closed Junior Championships,
have had to postpone the event until
the week-end of March 8-9.

The Championships which drew a
large entry will still be played at the
same venue—Grove Park—and further
entries will now be accepted.

‘““ANY MORE FOR THE
SKYLARK”

Charles Wyles of 48, Eversfield
Place, St. Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex
("Phone: Hastings 391) is organising
a party to visit the World Champion-
ships in Munich.

The journey will be made by Mini-
bus, seating 12 persons departing
London on Friday evening, April 17,
and travelling via the night ferry
(Dover/Ostend), arriving in Munich
on Sunday afternoon.

Total cost of travel would not ex-
ceed £15 per person but members
would have to make their own
accommodation arrangements. Stay-
ing on the outskirts of Munich is
suggested and using the Mini-bus for
travel as required.

Departure for home would be after
the Finals on Sunday, April 27th,
with arrival in London in the early
morning of Tuesday, April 29.

Further information, in leaflet
form, can be had from the Organiser
or the E.T.T.A, office.

















